The Preliminary Round of the 15th Annual English Speaking Contest
Capital University of Economics and Business
Assessment Policy
This Preliminary Round of the CUEB 15th Annual English Speaking Contest will be held at C123/E107/E108/E110/E111 starting from 18:00 on Wednesday, April.3, 2019. 
The Preliminary Round will be conducted in the following 2 parts:
Part 1: Self-introduction (1 minute):
The candidate will be given one minute to introduce themselves. 

Part 2: Q/A (2minute): The candidate will be required to answer several questions based on the cue card SELECTED by the judges made up of one teacher and two students. (The Cue Card is attached)
Judges are required to make their assessments through the above two parts and the scores are reported on the Evaluation Sheet. Please make sure that you have signed each and every evaluation sheet (The Evaluation Sheet is attached).

Candidates will be judged according to seven bands on four analytic subscales. Candidates receive scores on the following seven-band scale from 4 to 10. Each overall band score corresponds to a descriptive statement which gives a summary of the spoken English performance of a candidate classified at that level. The seven Bands and their descriptive statements are as follows: 

	Band
	Title
	Detailed descriptions

	10
	Very Good User
	Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriatenesses. Misunderstanding may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

	9
	Good User
	Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriatenesses and misunderstandings in some situations. Handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

	8
	Competent User
	Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies, inappropriatenesses and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.

	7
	Modest User
	Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.

	6
	Limited User
	Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

	5
	Extremely Limited User
	Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communications occur.

	4
	Intermittent User
	No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using isolated words or short formula in familiar situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty in understanding spoken English


The following four analytic sub-scales serve as a detailed evaluation criterion in evaluating candidates’ oral ability: 
1. Fluency & Coherence------the ability of talk with normal levels of continuity, rate and effort and to link ideas and languages together to form coherent, connected speech.

· The key indicators of fluency are speech rate and speech continuity.

· The key indicators of coherence are logical sequencing of sentences, clear marking of stages in a discussion, narration or argument, and the use of cohesive devices (e.g. connectors, pronouns and conjunctions) within and between sentences.

2. Vocabulary------the range of vocabulary the candidate can use and the precision with which meanings and attitudes can be expressed.

· The key indicators are the variety of words used, the adequacy and appropriateness of the words used and the ability to get round a vocabulary gap by using other words with or without noticeable hesitation.

3. Grammar & Accuracy-------the range and the accuracy and appropriate use of the candidate’s grammatical resource.

· The key indicators of grammatical range are the length and complexity of the spoken sentences, the appropriate use of subordinate clauses, and the range of sentence structures, especially to move elements around for information focus.

4. Pronunciation & Intonation------the ability to produce comprehensible speech.

· The key indicators will be the amount of strain caused to the listener, and the amount of the speech which is unintelligible.
Thank you very much for your presence and participation!
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